APPROVED AS PRESENTED  MEETING MINUTES OF

GRAFTON TOWNSHIP ROAD DISTRICT BUDGET LEVY HEARING
Grafton Township, McHenry County, Illinois
Grafton Township Office, 10109 Vine Street, Huntley, IL  60142

MONDAY, December 15, 2025

The  Road Commissioner, Road District of Grafton Township, McHenry County, Illinois held a Public Budget Hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy for the Grafton Township Road District for 2021 on Monday, December 15, 2025 @ 7:29 p.m., in the Grafton Township Board Room, 10109 Vine Street, Huntley, IL  60142 

1. Call to Order – 7:30

2.	Roll Call – Board Present:  Supervisor Ruth, Trustee Cratty, Lawrence (entered meeting at 8:00 p.m.), Oltman-Ayers, Sac; Road Commissioner Kearns, Assessor DeBaltz, Attorney Gottemoller, and Clerk Watson.  
 
 3.	Pledge of Allegiance was said.

 4.   	Approval of the Agenda
A motion was made by Trustee Cratty, 2nd by Trustee Sac, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Roll call vote taken, all ayes noted, motion carried.

 5.	Levy Increase Discussion
The estimated corporate and special purpose property taxes to be levied for 2025 are One Million Nine Hundred and Two Dollars  ($1,902,000.00).  This represents an increase of six percent  (6.0%).
  
5.  	Public Comment – Please sign in on the sign in sheet
Discussion ensued.  The following summarizes the comments of the Road Commissioner, the Board comments and the Public Comments to the best of my abilities:

Road Commissioner Kearns:
· Recapped his reasons stated in prior meetings for the Levy increase as inflation, County discontinuing contributions to the Bridge Rund, and Capital Improvement (new truck estimated $235,000-$250,000).  
·  Noted that the assessed value for the Road was “$19.00 in 2020, now $12.00”
· Consulted with County after Board meeting on appropriate rate change. Advised that rate would be 5.44 but to Levy @ 6.0%
	

BOARD:
A.  Wanted clarification of the numbers as  the Levy was presented last month @4.99%, adjusted at meeting’s end to 5.14% but the Levy was now 6%.  “What does this look like to the taxpayers?”

Response: “County” advised an adjusted rate of 5.44% but to “raise his rate to 6%”.  RC Kearns could not present Board with a name from County who advised him to recalculate his rate as the conversation was held between his staff and the County.

RC Kearns stated that the Levy monies would “be going to permanent hard road fund”.

B.  Discussion ensued regarding Boards process in the Levy	
· Board does not control the process
· Board approves his Levy
· Board controls his Budget
· If Board does not approve Levy, Town Fund will pay all Court fees
· Court will award his Levy as presented.
· “doesn’t like how we got here”
· “as stewards of taxpayer’s funds, we need to avoid court costs and vote to approve”.
C. Discussion regarding Bridges not being covered by County were in original Levy, now again used as a response to why the increase.
D. How was this rate properly “determined” (process of Township Levy Procedures) 
Response:  Clerk Watson verified communication with Brian @ Township Officials of Illinois that a Levy is determined when it is posted/published.

PUBLIC COMMENT
A.  Resident Susan Snyder
· Glad to see discussion and talking things through
· Black box not in Sun City’s newspaper
· Where are the township bridges located?
RC Kearns response:  North Union Road, the “S” curve on Union Road a half mile west; and Menching Road

B.  Resident Pam Mosier
· Regarding the change in the Levy amount, wanted “more transparency”;
· Regarding the 5.14% change to 6.0% “in the name of transparency, but 


